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Often the microscope sits in the practice lab with its cover on, perhaps used occasionally for a quick ear cytology. There are often many valid reasons for this -- in particular, that using a microscope is a daunting or mysterious process.

'Differential Diagnosis in Small Animal Cytology' goes back to basics and takes away the barriers to using this valuable piece of equipment.

The book focuses on the skin and subcutis. This is particularly helpful given that most of us are seeing and sampling these lesions on a day-to-day basis. It is presented in two main parts: it begins with microscope basics, including components and setup, and then goes on to cover cytology and the relevant anatomy.

The inclusion of figures illustrating the anatomy is very valuable as it helps the reader to visualise needle placement and how that corresponds to what is on the slide.

Common conditions such as inflammation, cysts and granulation are discussed before the book splits into sections covering the three main tumour types: round cell, epithelial and mesenchymal.

Tumours are methodically explained with clinical then cytological features and differentials. Notes offering 'pearls and pitfalls' is an excellent addition, often dealing with common misconceptions or things to look out for in typical or atypical cases.

Throughout the book, there are comparisons of lesions that may be similar on cytology and also algorithms to help with diagnosis. The images are incredibly clear and highlight the key aspects of each neoplasm or pathology very effectively.

The mast cell section is especially excellent -- the pictures are beautiful and show a range of presentations in both cats and dogs.

This book is something you can pick up again and again. Flick to the relevant section and use it to help rule in or out a lesion or decide if a sample warrants external testing.

It is just the right length to provide the amount of information needed for diagnostics, but is not so in-depth as to discourage you from taking it off the shelf! It would be a valuable guide to have in the clinic, in the lab for clinical pathologists and for students to have at home.
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Tortoise hibernation: guide to preparation, best methods and dealing with complications
=======================================================================================

In the July/August issue of *In Practice*, which has now been published on the journal's website, Sarah Pellett, Molly Varga and Donna Stocking provide a guide to hibernating Mediterranean and Horsfield's tortoises. They outline how to address any complications associated with prehibernation, hibernation and posthibernation periods.

Also in the issue:

• Alastair Mair explains how the use of checklists for veterinary anaesthesia can reduce errors, and compares those used in human medicine with veterinary medicine.

• Siân-Marie Frosini and Anette Loeffler provide an article about treating canine pyoderma with topical antibacterial therapy, following the emergence of multi-drug resistant bacteria to systemic therapies. They summarise some practical tips on how to maximise treatment success.

• Diana Williams provides an update on liver fluke in sheep, explaining how its prevalence has increased in recent years, and highlights current issues and new insights into managing fasciolosis.

• In this month's equine section, Fernando Malalana explains that equine recurrent uveitis is a spontaneous disease characterised by repeated episodes of intraocular inflammation and pain, and explores the recent advances in the field.

• In the practice management section, Mark Harwood talks about cash flow, shortand long-term forecasting and future action plans following the Covid-19 lockdown. Meanwhile, Libby Kemkaran-Thompson focuses on the psychological impact of Covid-19 on different personality types.

• The Everyday Ethics scenario is written by veterinary student Emma Culjat-Vukman, who explores the issues to consider and possible ways forward when faced with a case of suspected dog fighting.
